Alexander. The actual murderer, the man you saw in the film
jump on the running-board of Alexander's car and shoot him
was Vlada Gheorghieff, 'Vlada the Chauffeur5,, the right-
hand gunman of Ivantcho Michailoff, head of the Macedonian
revolutionaries. His accomplices, several of whom were caught
in France, tried and sentenced, were Groat terrorists, disowned
by the great Groat Peasant Party of the murdered Raditch
and his present successor Matchek. They had received training
in gunmanship and bombing on a farm in Hungary, just
across the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier, about which the Yugo-
slav Government had repeatedly complained to the League and
Budapest. They were given good Hungarian passports to
enable them to get to France for the murder. Their leaders,
Perchetz and Pavelitch, were given shelter in Italy, where
another group of these Croat extremists, Ustashi, had been
trained for terrorist exploits in Yugoslavia, and Italy refused to
extradite them.

So the clouds seemed to be gathering thick about little King
Peter that day, as I watched him mount the steps to the Kara-
georgevitch Church at Oplenatz, fifty miles from Belgrade, to
see his father laid to his last rest. The church, with its clustering
cupolas, stands on a steep hilltop, and in the valley below lies"
the village from which the Karageorgevitch began their fight
against the Turks. All around us were the brawny fighting
. men of Serbia. Round and round the hilltop, lower than our-
selves, circled Yugoslav and Czechoslovak and French aircraft,
the thunder of their engines drowning the clangour of the bells,
and they threw out flowers for the dead King.

But actually the clouds were loosening, and a few months
later fortune was smiling from ear to ear on Yugoslavia, which
was in a fair way to become the spoilt darling of Europe, so did
the stars in their courses conspire to favour her. Just before the
King's murder Bulgarian officer conspirators, having come
round to the view* that the feud with Yugoslavia could only lead
to disaster, not to a glorious resurrection for Bulgaria, had
enforced the suppression of the Macedonian Revolutionary